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March, 2021

I hope this March newsletter finds you and your family 
enjoying the end of the winter� Spring break and warmer 
weather are just around the corner�

First,  I would like to thank Steve Strasman for serving as 
acting principal and Dave Hauser as the acting assistant 
principal during my absence in February�  Both did an 
outstanding job and should be commended for their 
service�  I expect to be back sometime in early March�

On Monday, February 22nd, at the SPAPSD school 
board meeting, Superintendent Gerlach presented his 
plan regarding secondary non-OLC students returning to 
the classroom four days a week beginning 4th quarter, 
Monday, April 5th�  Please see the article in this newsletter 
explaining the change�  (Updates on Covid-19 safety rules 
and procedures will be provided in the April newsletter�)

Just a quick reminder to parents or guardians to review 
your child’s grades and academic achievement for the 
third quarter� The time to make positive academic changes 
is limited�  We only have three weeks until spring break 
and when we return, there are only four days until the end 
of the third quarter, Thursday, April 1st�  Please review 
your child’s grades with them immediately and make a 
plan on how to make improvements�  If necessary, do not 
hesitate to contact their teacher for assistance�

Finally, I would like to inform all parents, guardians and 
students that the State of Wisconsin and the SPAPSD 
will administer state mandated testing in April and early 
May.  Specifically, the Forward Exam (seventh and eighth 
grade students) and the ACT Aspire Exam (ninth grade 
students)�  All students attending P� J� Jacobs and the 
SPAPSD OLC are required to complete these exams 
on school grounds� Please take time to read the articles 
regarding these exams in this newsletter�

As always, if you have any concerns, questions or 
compliments, please feel free to contact us at 715-345-
5422�  Have a great March�   

Dan Dobratz, Principal

Character Corner, March
Students focus each month on various desirable 
character traits�

March’s focus character trait 
is LOYALTY� Noun; Quality 
of being faithful; the act of 
binding yourself (intellectually 
or emotionally) to a course of 
action; feelings of allegiance
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Open Enrollment for 2021-2022
The open enrollment period for the 2021-2022 school 
year began February 1st and ends on April 30th�  
Information regarding open enrollment can be found 
at http://dpi�wi�gov/open-enrollment� The enrollment 
application link will be available at this website on the 
dates listed above� 

Work Permits
Work permits are available for 
purchase in the main office from 
7:00 AM to 3:00 PM� In order to 
obtain a permit, you must present the 
following:
• Proof of age (Birth certificate, baptismal 

certificate, or WI ID card)
• Your original Social Security card
• Parent/guardian written consent
• Employer’s written intent to hire, including job 

duties to be performed and the hours and time of 
day to be worked

• Payment of $10 permit fee (The employer must 
reimburse the minor for this cost no later than the 
minor’s first paycheck)

Students must be present to sign the work permit�

LEAGUE & TRAVELING TEAMS 

1st Grade – 12th Grade
Summer of 2021

REGISTRATION OPENS IN FEBRUARY 
FORMS AVAILABLE AT DISTRICT SCHOOLS

CHECK WEBSITE FOR DETAILS:
www�pointfastpitch�com 

“A LEAGUE OF FUN & CHARACTER”

Point Fast Pitch Registration

Math Help Center
A friendly reminder to students 
and families that Math Help 
Center is available every 
morning from 7:15-
7:35 AM in room 310 (Mrs� 
Syens’ room)� Any student 
wanting to get help in math, have someone check 
his/her homework over, or just have a quiet place to 
study for an upcoming quiz or test, feel free to join us�

Driver Education
Driver Education at SPASH 
will no longer be offered. 
The students registered 
for the second semester 
of 2020-2021 will be the 
last students to participate in the Driver Education 
program�  The program will be discontinued as of 
June 4, 2021� There will not be a Summer Driver 
Education program�

Washington D.C. Trip 2022
Unfortunately, our annual trip 
this spring to Washington 
D�C� was canceled due to the 
pandemic�  We are hopeful that 
we can resume the trip in March 
of 2022 for next year’s 9th 
grade class�  More information 
will be provided in the future�  Questions, please 
contact Mr� Fink at dfink@pointschools.net

Education Fair
A virtual education fair will be 
held on Wednesday,
March 10th from 3-6 p�m� free of 
charge! We have
over 100 colleges and technical schools from all over
the Midwest participating� There will be live sessions,
virtual tours, and financial aid presentations. It will 
be a great opportunity for students and parents� If 
you have any questions about the program, please 
feel free to contact Mr� Nugent at 715-345-5403� To 
register use the following link: 
https://gotocollegefairs�swoogo�com/WEFS

Spring Break
March 22nd-26th

Enjoy!!!

mailto:dfink%40pointschools.net?subject=Washington%20DC%202022
https://gotocollegefairs.swoogo.com/WEFS
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Inclement Weather School Closings
If there is one thing we can count on in Wisconsin, it is winter, and this year will 
be no exception� 

We realize, especially now,  that any change from the school schedule causes 
family disruption, and the option to close or dismiss school early related to 
weather conditions is only made when absolutely necessary� As we get closer 
to winter weather that may cause us to close school and/or the District due to 
hazardous weather conditions, I wanted to remind you of our school closure procedures so that your family may prepare�

How are weather-related school closure decisions made?
The transportation manager and superintendent jointly monitor the weather through the previous day/evening/early 
morning hours�  By 5:30 a�m�, they will determine road conditions and weather impact/outlook�  Based on the safety 
and timing of bus travel and the status of the weather, the superintendent will make the decision to close or not to close 
schools/district for the day� 

Option #1 - E-Learning Day: All Stevens Point Area Public Schools are closed for in-person learning and students will 
have an E-Learning day� No after-school activities will occur on days when schools are closed for in-person learning due 
to inclement weather� 

Option #2 - Early Dismissal: Dismissal time is determined based on weather and communicated to families as quickly as 
possible� If possible the decision will be made no later than 11:30 a�m� No after-school activities occur on early dismissal 
days� Boys and Girls Club and Great Escape may remain at school-based sites� 

Options #3 - After-School Activities and Events Cancelled: If school is held, but inclement weather approaches, the 
decision to cancel after-school events will be made by 2:00 p�m� The decision to cancel after school events/contests 
scheduled at other non-district sites, locations, other schools, etc�, will be made on a case-by-case basis together with the 
hosting school/entity�

How will I be notified if school is closed? 
Once a decision to close, early dismiss, or cancel after-school activities and events has been made, parents, staff and the 
community will be notified through the following communication channels;

• District website - www�PointSchools�net
• Phone, text, and email notification (contact your school to update your contact information)
• District and School Social Media Channels 
• Local media outlets� 

Please feel free to contact me via email, cgerlach@pointschools.net, or phone, 715-345-5444 with any questions you may 
have�

Thank you for your support as we prepare for the possibility of weather-related school closings� 

The Stevens Point Area Public School District shall not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, ancestry, 
creed, religion, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation, handicap or physical, mental, emotional or learning 
disability or any other characteristic protected by federal, state or local law in the educational programs or activities which it 
operates or in employment practices.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact the district’s pupil services office by 
calling (715)345-5454. 

Submitted e-mail communications via the district web page contact form or any other electronic form may be subject to 
open records requests under Wis. Stats § 19.35(2).  Communication over district networks is not considered private, and 

there should be no expectation of privacy for any messages sent or received via the district e-mail system. 

mailto:cgerlach%40pointschools.net?subject=
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Traffic Concerns
As parents drop off their child in the morning or pick him/her up after school, we have 
been experiencing some dangerous situations that need your cooperation to eliminate�

When dropping off your child, pull up past the crosswalks to prevent traffic obstructions 
on Michigan at Main Street� If there is no room, please do not block traffic and wait 
for a spot. Continue to the parking lot by the tennis courts to drop off your child or drive 
around the block until a space becomes available�

When picking up your child, the same request applies� Do not block traffic on Main or Michigan streets waiting 
for a parking place� Please, either make arrangements to pick up your child in the parking area at the tennis 
courts, drive around the block until a space becomes available, or pick your child up after 3:10 PM when fewer 
cars are parked and waiting on Michigan Avenue�

Calls regarding this traffic issue have been received in the main office as well as the police department. Tickets 
can and may be issued to those in violation of this request�

College-prep; Upward Bound
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March Caring Corner
Helping Your Student Avoid the 3rd Quarter Slump

Written by: Ms� Lora Schultz, School Counselor

This is the time of year where educators, parents, and students are acutely aware of the long winter days, lack 
of sunshine, and exactly how many months/weeks/days it is until spring break! This perfect storm of conditions 
for apathy in school is what we like to call “the 3rd Quarter slump�” Sedonna Prater, Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction for the Knoxville Diocese Catholic Schools, offers the following suggestions for combatting this 
phenomenon in an article she wrote in 2014 for knoxvilleparent�com:

The following proactive measures are good any time of the year and will help you and your child develop 
effective student habits:
• First, establish family routines, including time for studying, recreation, family meals, and sleep� Children in 

particular thrive on consistency and definitive boundaries. Children find comfort in knowing the expectations 
and routines of the family� By placing importance on doing certain things at a certain time, parents are 
teaching time management skills and helping the student discern the things that are the most important� 
Make sure your student is getting enough sleep� The winter can cause all of us to want to sleep more, but 
children really need the additional sleep for healthy growth�

• Second, the new year is a good time to replenish school supplies and refocus on organizational routines, 
strategies, and practices� Perhaps, you and your child can do a mid-year binder check or notebook clean-
up. This helps the student realize accomplishments from the first semester and get re-organized for the 
next semester� Frequently, organizational strategies are started at the start of a new school year, but like a 
new year’s resolution, are abandoned or forgotten as the year progresses� Revisit those study strategies 
that have worked for your child before or create some new ones to try this third quarter� New materials, new 
organizational strategies, or a new way of looking at something are always good to spark renewed energy 
and motivation�

• Third, avoid over scheduling your student, but encourage some co-curricular activity� Many students 
actually perform better when they are involved in an activity of interest apart from their required school 
course work� By continuing to maintain family routines and allowing your child to participate in an activity 
of enjoyment, many students actually improve their time management skills� These activities can be stress 
reducers and help to eliminate seasonal blues experienced by some students�

• Fourth, keep the lines of communication open between you and your child’s teacher� If you discover your 
child’s grades are sliding, conferences with the teacher can help you learn what you can do to help the 
situation� Educators can provide helpful suggestions and incredible insight into the observed behaviors 
of your student� If a student is struggling with new material, the parent and teacher can work together to 
develop a supportive intervention plan�

• Finally, celebrate the learning successes� Students often just need to know that we, as parents and 
educators, recognize their effort and achievements. Helping your child stay motivated, reinforcing 
organizational practices, and maintaining open dialogue will help your child avoid a slump during the 3rd 
quarter or any other time�

Music Department News
Music students continue to work hard to improve their skills�  We 
encourage all families to promote and encourage as much at-home 
practice as possible�

SUMMER LESSONS:  Online registration opens for summer music 
camps and lessons soon� We highly recommend that all band and 
orchestra students participate in the Stevens Point School District summer lesson program�

THANK YOU for all you do to support and encourage your child in their musical efforts. Numerous studies 
prove that active, daily practice and participation in band, orchestra, and choir through 12th grade has 
profound, positive effects on brain development. Please encourage your child to “stick with it” and practice at 
least 20 minutes on non-contact/ E-Learning days�
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Remember to set your clocks ahead 
before you go to bed on Saturday, 

March 13th!

Daylight Savings Begins

Homework Center
The Homework Center is an academic-focused after 
school program run by the Boys and Girls Club of 
Portage County�

Location: P� J� Jacobs LMC
Days: 
   Mondays/Tuesdays for Cohort A 
   Thursdays/Fridays for Cohort B
Times: 3:00 to 5:00 PM

The Homework Center provides a positive 
environment for students to complete their school 
work after school and an opportunity for further 
academic success� Students attending the 
Homework Center have access to technology, other 
school resources, and assistance from Boys & Girls 
Club staff/volunteers for their homework, any missing 
work, or make-up exams� There is a capacity limit so 
students must sign up in advance� We hope to see 
your student there! 

To enroll, or for additional information, please contact 
Kelsey Mead, Director of Teen Services, at 715-204-
1178 or kelsey.mead@bgclubpc.org 

Reminder:  Student Daily Tasks
What are the three tasks students should complete each 
and every day?
• Check their Google Email
• Check their teachers’ Schoology pages
• Check their Skyward Student Access account

MAP Testing/District Writing 
Assessment (DWA)
The spring version of the MAP testing and the District 
Writing Assessment (DWA) has been cancelled� 

Sora, Student Reading App
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9th Grade Spring Sports Sign-Up
All 9th grade Athletes that are planning on 
participating in a spring sport, please use the link 
below to sign up for the sport of your choice�
https://forms�gle/q1K9ZsZaxrvxhr3N7

Due to COVID-19 safety protocols, we will not be 
holding our “Meet the Panthers” night prior to the 
season. Below are the official start dates for our 
spring sports teams�  Information in regards to the 
Athletic Code and coaches information can be found 
on the SPASH athletic web page (https://www�
pointschools�net/site/Default�aspx?PageID=671)�  
Please have an up-to-date physical on file at your 
school�

Spring Sports Start and End Dates
(Ending dates will vary for JV2 level)

Sport Start End
Baseball April 19th Week of June 28th
Boys Golf April 19th Week of June 14th
Boys/Girls Track April 19th Week of June 28th
Softball April 19th Week of June 21st
Girls Soccer April 26th Week of June 28th
Boys Tennis May 23rd Week of June 21st
Boys Lacrosse April 19th ???

Summer School 2021
Online Summer School 
registration begins on Monday 
March 29th�  At this time we 
anticipate summer school running 
from Monday, June 14th through 
Friday, July 23rd� 

Due to current pandemic guidelines as well as 
construction taking place this summer at several of 
our buildings, the grade level structure and locations 
for Summer School 2021 courses will be updated 
from previous years�

Summer school courses for students in current 
grades 7-12 will be offered at SPASH. Course 
offerings will be primarily face-to-face and may be 
adjusted due to space availability and student needs� 
We will continue to follow established District safety 
protocols�

Summer School classes for students:
• Grades 7-8 will meet 4 days per week (Monday - 

Thursday)
• Grades 9-12 will meet:  

 Credit Recovery Classes: Monday - Thursday
            Original Credit Classes: Monday - Friday
 
**These summer school changes will be in effect for 
Summer School 2021 only�

For more information regarding summer school, 
follow the updated information at the Educational 
Services/Summer School 2021 webpage�

National School Breakfast Week
In October of 2020, the Secretary of Agriculture announced 
extending free meals for all students (breakfast and lunch), 
to continue throughout the 2020-2021 school year�  While the 
lunch counts for these free meals have remained consistent, 
the number of breakfasts served at P� J� 
Jacobs has drastically fallen� Therefore, 
to celebrate National School Breakfast 
Week, March 8th-12th, cafeteria staff 
will distribute the free “Grab and Go” 
breakfasts by door numbers 1, 2, and 
19 before school to all students� These 
breakfasts are designed to be easily 
consumed by students who would like a quick meal before the 
start of school�  Students just grab a breakfast and head to 
the cafeteria to eat before school starts�  (Regular breakfast 
lines in the cafeteria will not be available during the week�) 
Lets have more students take advantage of the free breakfast 
program�

Existing Safety Precautions 
(Third Quarter)
 Mask requirements for students, visitors, 
and staff will remain in place through the 
end of the third quarter, April 1st, and will 
be re-evaluated at that time� The District 
mask requirements are independent of 
those issued by Governor Evers�
 
In addition, P� J� Jacobs will continue to 
social distance at least six feet between 
individuals throughout the school (for 
the remainder of third quarter), continue 
current sanitizing practices, continue 
increased ventilation or outside air, and 
quarantine positive COVID-19 individuals 
and close contacts�

https://forms.gle/q1K9ZsZaxrvxhr3N7 
https://www.pointschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=671
https://www.pointschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageID=671
http://www.pointschools.net/Page/103
http://www.pointschools.net/Page/103
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How Do I get Signed Up for Athletics?
Please use this P� J� Jacobs Intramural Sign-Up link 
to sign up for an activity�  (Or, the link can be found 
on the front page of the Athletics section of our 
website�)

What do we need in order to participate in 
practice and events?
You are strongly encouraged to wear athletic and 
comfortable clothing to practice/games� Please plan 
to bring athletic shoes, a waterbottle, and mask� 
Students will be able to change shoes in the gym�

SESSION 3  Dates: March 29-April 30

7th/8th Grade Cross Country Boys and Girls
Cross country participants will participate in various 
workouts and compete in events within their cohort 
as set up by the coaches�

7th/8th Grade Football Boys and Girls
Football will practice outside on the practice fields.  
We will focus on skill development�  No equipment 
will be used as this will be a non-contact program�

Modifications-Coaches will run a mini-camp 
introducing offensive and defensive concepts.  Each 
player will learn the basic fundamentals of each 
position�  Flag Football-After the mini-camp coaches 
will put teams together for the “7 on 7” flag football 
league�   

7th-9th Grade Boys and Girls Weight Room/Cardio 
Room 
The weight room advisors will put together various 
workout plans for participants to meet individual 
needs�  Along with the weight room, participants will 
also have the opportunity to use the cardio room�

SESSION 4  Dates: May 3-May 28

7th/8th grade Boys and Girls Track & Field
We will focus on fundamentals and skill development 
in each event�  Athletes will be able to choose 
different events to train in.  Coaches will set up small 
cohort contests�

7th/8th grade Boys & Girls Tennis 
Modifications-Coaches will run a mini-camp 
introducing the basic fundamentals�  Coaches will 
then set up singles and doubles tournaments to end 
the season�

7th/8th Grade Boys & Girls Soccer
Modifications-Coaches will run a mini-camp 
introducing offensive and defensive concepts.  Each 
player will learn the basic fundamentals of each 
position�

Modifications-After the mini-camp coaches will put 
teams together for a “3 on 3” Soccer league�  Field 
size will be modified.  The season will end with a 
tournament� 

7th/8th Grade Boys Baseball
Modifications-Coaches will run a mini-camp 
introducing fundamental concepts for fielding and 
hitting�  Each player will learn the basic fundamentals 
of each position.  Coaches will set up modified 
games that involve hitting and fielding.

7th/8th Grade Girls Softball
Modifications-Coaches will run a mini-camp 
introducing fundamental concepts for fielding and 
hitting�  Each player will learn the basic fundamentals 
of each position.  Coaches will set up modified 
games that involve hitting and fielding.

Bullying/Harassment Reporting Link
The P� J� Jacobs website has the “Bullying and Harassment Incident Report” 
link under the “Student Resources” menu� This tool is for students and parents 
who wish to report a bullying/harassment incident without having to come to the 
office or to report it anonymously. If you wish to report an incident, please feel 
free to use this convenient link� Upon completion of the form, an email will be 
sent directly to the assistant principal for handling� 

Please help us eliminate bullying/harassment from our school� All students 
should feel safe at school� Bullying and/or harassment are not tolerated by P� J� 
Jacobs or any school in the Stevens Point Area Public School District�

https://forms.gle/8UaCc6d2quhfYW9S6
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Ninety percent of people in the U�S� admit to using a 
technological device during the hour before turning 
in, and children often use electronic media to help 
them relax at night� If you’re among these nighttime 
technology-users, you may not realize the extent 
to which this can make it harder to settle down 
to sleep� But it can� The truth is, using electronic 
devices before bedtime can be physiologically 
and psychologically stimulating in ways that can 
adversely affect your sleep.

Here’s what happens: Using TVs, tablets, 
smartphones, laptops, or other electronic devices 
before bed delays your body’s internal clock (a�k�a�, 
your circadian rhythm), suppresses the release of 
the sleep-inducing hormone melatonin, and makes it 
more difficult to fall asleep. This is largely due to the 
short-wavelength, artificial blue light that’s emitted 
by these devices� The more electronic devices that 
a person uses in the evening, the harder it is to 
fall asleep or stay asleep� Besides increasing your 
alertness at a time when you should be getting 
sleepy, which in turn delays your bedtime, using 
these devices before turning in delays the onset 
of REM sleep, reduces the total amount of REM 
sleep, and compromises alertness the next morning� 
Over time, these effects can add up to a significant, 
chronic deficiency in sleep.

All of this is true for kids and adults alike� It’s 
important to initiate a digital curfew for the entire 
family, a time at which you and your kids turn off 
all electronic devices for the night� Try setting the 
curfew at two hours before bed, one hour before bed, 
or even 30 minutes before bed—the earlier in the 
evening, the better, but whatever feels realistic�

One good substitution is reading� Reading an old-
fashioned, printed book under lamplight (as opposed 
to bright overhead lighting) is a great choice� And 
using an e-ink e-reader (like the Kindle Paperwhite, 
as opposed to the Kindle Fire) is also a good idea, 
because it doesn't produce the same type of blue 
light that a smartphone or tablet would�

Electronics at Bedtime is Bad for Sleep

Adequate sleep contributes to a student’s overall 
health and well-being� Students should get the 
proper amount of sleep at night to help stay focused, 
improve concentration, and improve academic 
performance�

Children and adolescents who do not get enough 
sleep have a higher risk for many health problems, 
including obesity, type 2 diabetes, poor mental 
health, and injuries. They are also more likely to 
have attention and behavior problems, which can 
contribute to poor academic performance in school�

How much sleep someone needs depends on their 
age� The American Academy of Sleep Medicine has 
made the following recommendations for children and 
adolescents:

Age Group Recommended
Hours of Sleep per Day

6–12 years 9 to 12 hours per 24 hours
13–18 years 8 to 10 hours per 24 hours

What Parents Can Do?
• Model and encourage habits that help promote 

good sleep� Setting a regular bedtime and rise 
time, including on weekends, is recommended 
for everyone—children, adolescents, and 
adults alike. Adolescents with parent-set 
bedtimes usually get more sleep than those 
whose parents do not set bedtimes�

• Dim lighting� Adolescents who are exposed 
to more light (such as room lighting or from 
electronics) in the evening are less likely to get 
enough sleep�

• Implement a media curfew� Technology use 
(computers, video gaming, or mobile phones) 
may also contribute to late bedtimes� Parents 
should consider banning technology use after 
a certain time or removing these technologies 
from the bedroom.



10

Student Use or Possession of Vaping 
Products 
Recently, the Stevens Point Common Council 
passed ordinance 24�56 referred to as the 
"Possession of Vape Products by Minors�"   Law 
enforcement will enforce the city ban on these 
products for minors and levy fines for possession or 
use�   P�J� Jacobs Junior High will also enforce the 
ordinance and take a firm stance against vaping.  
Both fines and suspensions will be given for vaping 
and/or possession of vaping products on school 
grounds�  If a student is suspected of having vaping 
products and/or 
vaping, lockers may 
be checked�  Vaping 
is dangerous and 
addictive, and the 
chemicals in vape 
juice are unknown 
and can often be 
laced with other 
substances�

COVID-19 Rules and Procedures
The Governor of Wisconsin announced he extended 
his emergency order concerning the wearing of face 
coverings/masks until March 20th� 

The school district policy concerning the wearing of 
face masks or coverings and associated policies is 
approved through April 1st, which is the end of the 
third quarter� The district policy is treated separately 
from the Governor’s Order and is evaluated every 
quarter� SPAPSD’s primary goal is to preserve face-
to face educational opportunities for students and will 
continue to implement measures and tactics that give 
us the best chance of achieving that goal� Therefore, 
please remember:
• All students, staff and visitors are required to 

wear face coverings or masks when they are on 
district property including buses and property 
where school events are held� These masks must 
cover the nose and mouth and be able to provide 
a barrier to prevent respiratory droplets from 
traveling in the air� Face shields do not replace 
face coverings or masks but may be worn to 
enhance your face covering or mask�

• All students, staff and visitors must social 
distance as much as possible�

• All students, staff and visitors must wash or 
sanitize their hands as much as possible�

We will keep you updated on any changes to the 
State of Wisconsin’s or SPAPSD order in our weekly 
E-Blasts�

Free Breakfast and Lunch for All
Just a reminder that breakfast and lunch at school 
is free for the remainder of the year for all students� 
(Milk is included in these meals�)

Milk may be purchased separately (ala carte) for 
any child bringing a lunch from home�

*Ala carte milk is $�35 regardless of meal eligibility�

FREE “Grab and Go” Meals 
Free “Grab and Go” meals are available on 
E-Learning days at the locations listed on the Food 
Service website, Mondays through Fridays, from 
9:30 to 10:30 AM�

Spring Break Travel
Given that COVID-19 has 
been community spread 
in our area for quite some 
time, the District will not 
be requiring students or 
staff who choose to travel 
domestically to remain 
out of the building, unless they are unable to social 
distance�

Students and staff planning to travel abroad will be 
asked to follow current CDC guidelines regarding 
international travel� We continue to ask those who 
are traveling to follow safety protocols and social 
distance recommendations to help us maintain safe 
environments for our students and staff.

2021-22 District Calendar
The School Board has approved the 2021-22 
Calendar with the assumption that students will 
return 5 days/week�  You can find it here�

Happy 
St. Patrick’s 

Day!
(March 17th)

https://www.pointschools.net/domain/56
https://www.pointschools.net/domain/56
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/testing-international-air-travelers.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14f6NTbTq4DtZi2Z2rIfLkC62G9Dg0nRe/view
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Forward Exam
All Wisconsin students from 3rd through 8th 
grade, and 10th grade, are administered 
the Wisconsin Forward Exam in the spring 
of each year� Testing of our 7th and 8th 
grade students will start one week after 
the start of the fourth quarter�  We delayed 
the start of the test due to the lateness of 
spring break, the end of the third quarter, April 1st, 
and the change in student in-person attendance 
starting on Monday, April 5th�  Therefore, we decided 
the start of the Forward Exam will be Monday, 
April 12th�  Because of shorter testing times, the 
majority of the test will be administered in academic 
classrooms except for one of the math tests (Session 
2: Math using a calculator)�  This test will have to be 
administered in a large group setting�  Results of the 
Forward Exam are used to measure student progress 
and to provide data for each school's state report 
card�

The exact testing schedule will be listed in the April 
Newsletter�

The Forward Exam for 7th and 8th grade will be 
administered using each student’s Chromebook� 
Students should have their Chromebooks in their 
possession and fully charged on test days� They are 
encouraged to bring in headphones or earbuds for 

ELA: Session 3/Listening� If students do not 
have earbuds or headphones, the school 
will provide some for their use�

As a school, we always want our students 
to do well on every assessment� Therefore, 
we are asking you for your help in 
preparing your child for testing sessions� 
Here are some suggestions we feel will 

help make your child successful:
• Encourage your child to do his or her best for 

themselves, for their family, and for their school� 
• Each test is not timed�  Encourage your student 

to complete all questions with thoughtfulness� It 
is okay to revisit a question or use the Forward 
Exam tools they have practiced, to make them 
more successful� 

• Students should be well-rested and eat a 
nourishing breakfast� 

• Students should follow all testing rules including 
those regarding electronics� Remember, no 
student may be in possession of a smartwatch or 
cellphone in a testing session�

A letter will be mailed home from either P� J� Jacobs 
or from the SPAPSD Director of Secondary Education 
with more information about the upcoming testing at 
our school� Plus, look for more information in the next 
school newsletter in April�

Instructional Changes-4th Quarter 
The SPAPSD School Board held a Special School 
Board Meeting on Monday, February 22nd�

Superintendent Gerlach and Assistant 
Superintendent Hirsbrunner presented their plan 
for secondary (non-OLC) students to attend four 
(4) days/week in-person instruction beginning 
4th quarter, Monday, April 5th� Students currently 
attending in-person in Cohorts A and B will attend as 
follows:

Monday: All in-person PK-12 students attend school
Tuesday: All in-person PK-12 students attend school
Wednesday: All student E-Learning Day
Thursday: All in-person PK-12 students attend 
school
Friday: All in-person PK-12 students attend school

There will be no change to the PK-6 elementary 
student schedule at this time�

This decision was made based on continued 
concerns that students currently in the Cohort 
model are struggling academically, socially, and 
emotionally� The use of masks, physical distancing to 
the greatest extent possible, hand washing, cleaning 
and sanitizing, ventilation of outside air, and contact 
tracing will continue to be prioritized�

Gerlach and Hirsbrunner recognized staff for their 
continued hard work and dedication to students while 
acknowledging that there are safety concerns to 
address as schools prepare for the return of students 
to 4 days/week of in-person instruction�

We are looking forward 
to having you back four 

days a week!
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State Testing Information

The requirements for the 2020-2021 administration of statewide testing assessments remain unchanged 
under state and federal law despite the challenges we are facing with COVID-19� Therefore, at the time of the 
publication of this newsletter, expect P� J� Jacobs to complete the following assessments during the spring of 
the 2020-2021 school year:

ACCESS Assessments for ELL students
• The ACCESS Exam is administered to all ELL students�
• The testing window is February 22nd - April 30th�
• Questions:  Contact Sara Przybylski at sprzybyl@pointschools.net

Forward Exam (DLM)
• The Forward Exam is administered to all seventh and eighth grade students, including students who are 

enrolled in the SPAPSD OLC and the Rural Virtual Academy (RVA)�
• The testing window will be extended by two weeks�  The testing window starts on March 22nd and 

concludes on May 14th� Testing will begin after spring break�
• Modifications have been made by the DPI to shorten the length of the exam including the following:   

          Removal of the Text Dependent Analysis (TDA)  
          Removal of field test questions from language arts (ELA), mathematics and science. 
These changes have reduced the amount of time needed for assessment completion (a minimum of 70-80 
minutes)�

• Questions:  Contact Dan Dobratz at ddobratz@pointschools.net or Julia Her at jher@pointschools.net

Aspire Exam
• The Aspire Exam is administered to all students in ninth grade including those students who are enrolled 

in the SPAPSD OLC and the Rural Virtual Academy (RVA)� 
• The testing window is from April 5th to May 19th�
• Questions:  Contact Lora Schultz at lschultz@pointschools.net

More information will be listed in school communications regarding assessment plans for the spring of the year�

COVID-19:  What should I do if my 
child has tested positive for COVID-19 
or had close contact with someone 
who has COVID-19? 
When a healthcare provider or a representative of 
PCHHS contacts your family about COVID-19 concerning 
a positive test result or a family member being a close 
contact with a COVID-19 positive case, please contact 
our main office immediately by calling 715-345-5422.  A 
secretary will request your name and phone number� 
If an administrator is available, you will be immediately 
transferred� If not, an administrator will contact you shortly 
to determine a plan of action for your child’s situation�  
Plans most often include quarantining your student from 
school based on health information provided by you�  The 
district policy and procedures regarding students and 
COVID-19 can be found on the district website at this link� 

When contacted by an administrator, please be ready to 
provide information concerning your child’s COVID-19 
status� The most important data we need includes:

• When did the COVID-19 symptoms first appear?
• When were they tested and/or when was the last 

contact with the positive COVID-19 individual?
• What is the ability of your family to self-quarantine 

in your household� (This information has a potential 
impact on the number of quarantine days necessary 
before the return of your child to school�) 

The most helpful information concerning COVID-19 
quarantining is located on the district website�
• Go to pointschools�net�
• Hover on the top tab labeled COVID-19 and click on 

“Stay Safe to Stay Open”�
• In the menu on the left, choose “Other Information and 

Resources”�
• On the screen you will see the article “Returning 

to school after COVID-19 (DHS)�”  This article is 
extremely helpful for determining when a student can 
return to school after having COVID-19 or a close 
contact (exposed to) to COVID-19�

mailto:sprzybyl%40pointschools.net?subject=ELL%20Access%20Exam
mailto:ddobratz%40pointschools.net?subject=Aspire%20Exam
mailto:jher%40pointschools.net?subject=Aspire%20Exam%20Question
mailto:lschultz%40pointschools.net%20?subject=Aspire%20Exam%20Question
https://www.pointschools.net/domain/2604
https://www.pointschools.net/domain/2604
https://www.pointschools.net/domain/2604
https://www.pointschools.net/domain/2604
https://www.pointschools.net/Page/7561#
https://www.pointschools.net/Page/7561#
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Up to 12 months of rental arrearages and/or rental assistance, plus an additional 3 months if the extra months
are determined to be needed to ensure housing stability and funds are available.
Only arrears starting March 13, 2020 are eligible.
Utility and housing energy payments and arrearages including electricity and gas.
Provision of, or referral, for housing stability services.

If a household receives rental assistance other than WERA, then WERA may only be used for tenant’s
portions of costs (rent, utilities) that were not already covered by the other assistance.
An eligible household that occupies a federally subsidized residential or mixed-use property may receive
WERA assistance, provided that WERA funds are only applied to costs that have not been reimbursed under
any other federal assistance.
If a household receives a monthly federal subsidy (e.g., a Housing Choice Voucher, Public Housing, Project-
Based Rental Assistance, or Tenant-Based Rental Assistance) and the tenant’s rent is adjusted according to
changes in household income, the household may receive WERA assistance for their personal portion of the
rental agreement.

WHAT IS AVAILABLE?

If you live in Marquette, Outagamie, Portage, Waupaca, or Waushara county, you can apply at:

Online: capservices.org/wera
Phone: 844-314-8004 

(language assistance available in English, Hmong, and Spanish)
If you live outside of those counties and are in need of assistance, visit wiscap.org/wera.

WHAT IF I RECEIVED ASSISTANCE ELSEWHERE?

Qualifies for unemployment or has experienced a significant reduction in income, incurred significant costs,
or experienced financial hardship during the period of the COVID-19 public health emergency.
Demonstrates a risk of experiencing homelessness or housing instability.
Has a household income at or below 80 percent of your county’s median income.

Apply for Wisconsin Emergency Rental Assistance!

Do you need help paying rent or
utilities due to COVID-19?

DO I QUALIFY?

WHERE DO I APPLY?

COVID Rent/Utility Assistance (WERA)
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